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RETENTION BASIN PASSES FIRST TEST 
 

Mayor Edward A. Bettencourt, Jr. reported that the city’s new storm water retention basin passed 
its first major test during the prolonged rains of March 29th through March 31st.   The manmade 
reservoir located off of Summit Street collected thousands of gallons of storm water which 
during past heavy rains has flooded nearby neighborhoods and flowed into Peabody Square. 

“The basin performed extremely well which is very encouraging in terms of our efforts to reduce 
flooding,” Mayor Bettencourt said.  “Not only did the basin capture water which in the past has 
created significant problems for us but it also drained very quickly and directed the water 
towards the proper channels.” 

Mayor Bettencourt cited photographs (see attached) taken during the recent storm as powerful 
evidence of the basin’s effectiveness.  The basin can hold 2.8 million gallons of storm water at a 
time and is a key component of the Mayor’s long term plan to reduce flooding in Peabody. 

“This is an ongoing effort and part of an aggressive and targeted approach,” Mayor Bettencourt 
said.  “The retention basin is a huge step forward but certainly not the end all be all of flood 
mitigation.  We will continue to consider these types of projects which take a very practical and 
localized approach to solving this issue once and for all.” 
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